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PO Box 124, Westcliffe, CO 81252

Join Us

To protect land,
water and wildlife
while there is still time

Mile-High Youth Corps sawyers plan to safely remove a dead tree near Duckett Creek. (Photo by Kate Spinelli)

Youth crews help out at Duckett Creek Ranch
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Become a member today! ... at SanIsabel.org
Photo by Greg Smith

Save the Dates
Saturday, June 2, 2018

Friday & Saturday, Sept. 28 & 29, 2018

at Bear Basin Ranch

at A Painted ViewRanch

Hardscrabble Mountain Trail Run
hardscrabblerun.com

Art for the Sangres
artforthesangres.com

avid and Cynthia Huber have
worked hard to care for their
400-acre Duckett Creek Ranch
near Hillside in Custer County. But
after the 2011 Duckett Creek Fire,
which burned about one-fourth of their
property, they needed help.
The Hubers worried remaining piles
of slash and dead trees posed a fresh
ﬁre hazard. The work required was
even more visible after the 2011 ﬁre.
But they had trouble ﬁnding people for
the job.
“We’ve been cleaning the property
for 26 years,” they said, “We wanted
to take care of it. But after the ﬁre, it
looked like we were never going to get
it done.”
San Isabel, which holds the conservation easement on the ranch, found
the help the Hubers were looking for.
Stewardship Director Kate Spinelli
secured a Great Outdoors Colorado
grant to bring crews from Mile High
Youth Corps – Southern Front Range

“

The land looks better
than it has in years.
It’s getting back to the
original vision we had
for it.

”

—Cynthia Huber

to the ranch. The crews worked this
summer to reduce ﬁre risks by removing debris from the Duckett Creek Fire
and clearing understory to encourage the growth of grasses, forbs and
shrubs that provide essential cover
and food for wildlife.
“Partnering with landowners to
protect and care for the land has been
at the heart of San Isabel’s mission
for more than 20 years,” Kate said.
“Through our Stewardship Program,
we support committed landowners like
the Hubers in their efforts to manage,
restore and enhance the health and
productivity of their land. Because we

all beneﬁt from healthy land, water
and wildlife, we partner with community-based organizations, such as
GOCO and Youth Corps, to get the
work done.”
Duckett Creek Ranch plays an
important role in the area’s forest and
watershed health. It adjoins San Isabel
National Forest and the popular Rainbow Trail and sits a quarter mile from
the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness. The
property’s forests, open meadows and
waters offer food, water and shelter
for wildlife, including elk, mule deer,
mountain lion, bobcat, black bear, migrating birds, trout and amphibians.
A healthier landscape was not the
only good to come from the project. After trees were felled, cut and stacked
by the Youth Corps crew, volunteers
from Westcliffe’s First Baptist Church
Men’s Ministry loaded up the wood,
donated by the Hubers, to distribute to
community members this winter.
Please turn to Page 4 ...
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From our Interim Executive Director

2016

Please take this special opportunity to conserve

I

have had the honor and privilege of
being the interim Executive Director
for San Isabel Land Protection
Trust since August – a mere drop in
the bucket of time compared with the
promise of forever that private land
conservation makes!
Even during this short time, I have
enjoyed the opportunity to work
alongside the great staff and board
of directors at San Isabel and meet
many of our wonderful landowners,
members, volunteers and friends
in the community who make the
important and necessary work of
conservation happen.
I know you would agree: Private
land conservation is a special
opportunity happening during a very
special time in our history. Landowners
are choosing to leave a legacy that
beneﬁts us all. This legacy is a gift
today, as well as to future generations,
who will be guaranteed the opportunity
to experience the wonder, land and
way of life we cherish today.
The opportunity to protect one of our
most cherished regions in Colorado
will not be here for long though.
The time is now, when together we
have the opportunity and resources
to safeguard the land, water and

wildlife habitat from subdivision and
development – knowing that once
they are gone, they will never come
back. I know I want my son, Ronen,
his children and his grandchildren
to have the same opportunities I do
today of fresh local food, abundant
water, beautiful wide open spaces and
amazing recreational opportunities.
Land conservation is a celebration
of our love for the land and way of
life. Regardless of whether you are
visiting southern Colorado for the ﬁrst
time, or you are a multi-generational
family member, it is easy to see how

this region is irreplaceable and worthy
of celebration – and protection. As the
population in Colorado continues to
grow, we are not exempt from those
pressures in our region. It is important
to maintain a vision of what makes our
community so unique – our community
and our land – and take the necessary
action to protect it while there is still
time.
If you are already an active member
of San Isabel Land Protection Trust,
thank you for your passion and for
your involvement! You are one of the
most important aspects of our success
and what makes our community so
special.
If you aren’t a member yet, will you
please join me today to help protect
one of the last great ranching regions
in Colorado? I would be honored to
talk with you more about how you can
get involved or learn more about what
San Isabel Land Protection Trust is
working on today or our visions for the
future.
Please feel free to contact me
personally or anyone at our ofﬁce. We
would love to speak with you.
Thank you for your continued care of
our land, water and wildlife.

— Chris Skagen

Bluff Stewards celebrate successful growing season
Our heartfelt gratitude goes out
to our Bluff Stewards, a 14-member
volunteer crew, who on Oct.
21 celebrated their ﬁrst season
maintaining The Bluff Park.
The stewards pulled (tons!) of
weeds, spread wildﬂower seed,
raked, mulched and tended
plantings. Their work is an important
part of the overall management of
the protected park and supports the
efforts of San Isabel and the town
of Westcliffe to keep it beautiful and
healthy. If you’d like to be part of
the Bluff Stewards next year, email
kate@sanisabel.org.
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Statement of Financial Position

Financial
Report

Statement of Activities

ASSETS

REVENUE

Cash & cash equivalent
$606,547
Accounts Receivable
21,778
Investments
972,855
Properties & Equipment, Net of Depreciation 10,501
Total Assets
$1,611,681

$15,137
$15,137

TOTAL ASSET CATEGORIES
Unrestricted
Board Designated Fund
Stewardship Fund
Donor Restricted
Paul Snyder Fund
Total Net Assets
Total Liabilities & Net Assets

$99,177
129,537
26,124
65,280
$320,118

EXPENSES

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities
Total Liabilities

Contributions
Special Events
Grants and ther
Investment Income and Gains
Total Revenue

$282,730
423,555
832,304
34,740
23,215
$1,596,544
$1,611,681

Conservation Program Expense
Stewardship Expense
Administration
Fundraising
Special Events
Total Expenses
Net Revenue

$172,929
5,384
10,816
37,378
55,399
$281,906
$38,212

Reviewed ﬁnancial information as of Dec. 31, 2016
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From our President

Land conservation is a sound investment in our future

T

Photo by Greg Smith

You make the difference – today and forever
I

n southern Colorado, we treasure our sweeping
ranchlands punctuated by magniﬁcent peaks.

But it’s no accident that ranches, farms, open space and
forests still shape our landscape. People like you support
San Isabel Land Protection Trust’s work to preserve these
special places. We need your help to protect our natural
resources and our way of life.
There are many ways to give to San Isabel. They include
a monthly membership, donating real property, a qualiﬁed
charitable distribution from your IRA, giving while you shop,
as well as volunteering.

Planning Your Legacy
Good planning is key to creating the kind of legacy
important to you. San Isabel Land Protection Trust has
developed a guide, “Planning Your Legacy,” to help you
plan your will and trust and prepare for potential estate
decisions. The guide describes many of your options and
helps you gather the information you need to get the job
done.
To learn more about donating to San Isabel, go
to sanisabel.org/donate or contact Janet Smith at
719.783.3018 or janet@sanisbel.org.

San Isabel Legacy Society
Evergreen Giving Club members are committed
individuals, families and businesses who want to
protect working ranches and farms, clean water and
wildlife. Join this special group of sustaining members who make an annual gift of $1,000 or more to
protect the places they love, now and forever.
6 San Isabel Land Protection Trust

With a planned charitable gift
to San Isabel Land Protection
Trust, you can play a part in
preserving some of Colorado’s
most important lands and water
for future generations, while also
meeting your ﬁnancial goals.
Please let us know if you have already included San
Isabel in your estate plans.

his time of year we are asked
by many organizations to
donate to a variety of good
causes. Most of us carefully weigh
where we send our money. Does it ﬁt
my personal goals and values? Does
it make a positive impact? Is it a good
investment?
The answer to that last question
is a strong yes when it comes to
conservation in Colorado.
Conservation returns far more than
pretty views, according to a Colorado
State University study released this
summer. It provides a solid foundation
for the state’s economic future.
CSU researchers found that the
state’s investment returns $4 to $12
for every dollar it spends on tax credits
to protect property and Great Outdoors
Colorado grants, a voter-approved use
of lottery proceeds.
These conservation programs
protect land important for agriculture,
wildlife, tourism and outdoor
recreation. In return, the study states,
the public gets clean water and air,
scenic views, locally produced food
and wildlife habitat. And because
conservation easements are forever,
these beneﬁts will continue into the
future, becoming even more valuable
as Colorado’s population increases
and the supply of open lands
decreases.
The study’s authors looked at data
on about 2.1 million acres protected
through the tax credit program or

GOCO grants. They determined
the return on investment by looking
at the value of not only agricultural
production, but also ecosystem
services the properties provide – such
as water ﬁltration and puriﬁcation,
wildlife habitat protection and soil
retention – compared with the money
spent to protect them. The study notes
that these ecosystem services beneﬁt
the general public even if the property
remains in private hands.
Since 1995, Colorado has invested
$280 million in GOCO grants and
$772 million in tax credits. As a result,
Colorado residents and visitors have
received $5.5 billion to $13.7 billion in
economic beneﬁts.
Based on the new analysis, the
CSU research team found the state
programs have protected:
• 1.5 million acres of critical
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Development Director
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wildlife habitat.
• Nearly 300,000 acres of prime
farmland.
• 250 miles along designated
scenic byways.
• More than 4,100 miles of
streams, creeks and rivers.
• More than 270,000 acres of
habitat used by elk during
severe winter conditions.
This investment will only prove
more valuable as time goes by.
Demographers estimate that Colorado
will gain about 3 million new residents
by 2050. State programs that pay
for open space balance rapid growth
across the state.
Here in southern Colorado, we are
not exempt from the pressures of
population growth and the resulting
development happening across the
state. It is imperative that we act now
to protect our wide-open spaces,
working ranches, water and wildlife
habitat while there is still time.
The bottom line: Land conservation
is a sound investment that beneﬁts
Colorado residents now and into the
future.
San Isabel Land Protection Trust is
a sound investment as well. As you
review your year-end giving choices,
please consider a gift to San Isabel.
Join your friends and neighbors who
are helping to ensure the quality of life
we enjoy today will be here tomorrow.

— Larry Vickerman

San Isabel Land Protection Trust is a nationally
accredited 501(c)3 nonprofit, nonpartisan
conservation organization working
with landowners to protect land
and water in southern Colorado.
To date, we’ve protected more than
40,000 acres, 174 water rights and
some 61 miles of stream frontage
through 132 conservation easements.
P.O. Box 124, Westcliffe, CO 81252
719.783.3018 • sanisabel.org
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Stewardship key part of San Isabel’s mission
S

an Isabel’s Stewardship Program
is a long-term, holistic approach
designed to engage landowners and
the community as partners in conservation.
We work with our partners to
develop projects, identify grants and
coordinate technical assistance for
projects to:
• Restore forest and watershed
health.
• Reduce ﬁre risk.
• Recover from ﬁres.

•

Support sustainable agricultural
practices.
• Manage non-native plants.
• Help establish appropriate vegetation.
• Improve wildlife habitat on private lands.
The Landowner Services initiative leverages funding and technical resources, coordinates agency
collaboration, organizes stewardship
education and outreach, and cultivates
volunteer crews to complete steward-

ship projects on protected properties.
The Community Stewardship initiative invites adults and young people
to partner with San Isabel and other
agencies to care for land, water and
wildlife through education and volunteer stewardship opportunities. San
Isabel also has joined with local, state
and federal agencies to help neighborhoods develop community wildﬁre
protection plans.
To learn how you can help, contact
Kate Spinelli at kate@sanisabel.org.

On the Move
Kate Spinelli has been promoted
to Stewardship Director at San Isabel.
She joined our team in 2016 as the
land trust’s ﬁrst full-time stewardship
staff member. In addition to overseeing
San Isabel’s 132 conservation easements spanning more than 40,000
acres, Kate also works with landowners and other partners on important
land, forest and watershed health
projects.
San Isabel bid a fond farewell in
August to Ben Lenth, who joined San
Isabel in 2009 and became executive
director in 2011. He is now Community
Conservation Program Manager at
Colorado Opens Lands and is based
in Salida. Ben continues to work with
San Isabel on several conservation
projects. We wish Ben all the best and
look forward to working with him and
Colorado Open Lands in the future.
We welcome Chris Skagen as
Interim Executive Director.
Chris, who joined our board of directors in May, is the CEO of Strategic
Resources Group, a consulting ﬁrm
that specializes in nonproﬁt management, lobbying, strategic planning and
fundraising.
Chris also maintains a solo practitioner law ﬁrm that focuses on environmental, nonproﬁt, business and
healthcare law. He is a member of the
Water Law Section of the Colorado
Bar Association and the American
Health Lawyers Association.
4 San Isabel Land Protection Trust

Crew members debrief with leader, Cody Broncuccia. (Photo by Kate Spinelli)
... Cover Story continued:
“The Firewood Ministry folks brought
up ﬁve or six trucks with trailers,”
David said. “They ﬁlled all of that and
even more. We feel great because the
wood is going to a good purpose.”
Projects like this forge strong
relationships among landowners, the
landscape and the greater community.
Not only do landowners see reduced
ﬁre risks and improved habitat, but
the young people in the Youth Corps
crews also get positive outdoor experiences and educational opportunities.
San Isabel has plans for two more
Youth Corps projects in 2018 – one to
address ﬁre recovery in the Junkins

Fire burn scar and another to complement ﬁre mitigation and forest health
work in the southern Wet Mountain
Valley.
The Hubers said they’d like to bring
a crew back to do more work on their
property in a couple of years.
“The land looks better than it has in
years,” Cynthia said. “It’s getting back
to the original vision we had for it.”
David said GOCO’s support of the
project afﬁrmed that the Hubers’ prior
work was important and appreciated.
“It showed that people recognized
what we were trying do for the land,”
David said, “that somebody else
cared.”

Volunteer of Year
San Isabel Land Protection Trust
named Vic Barnes its Alice Proctor
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year
at the land trust’s
annual member
appreciation
event Aug. 27
on the Harold G.
Vickerman Ranch.
Vic, who until
earlier this year
had served on
San Isabel’s board
of directors since
1999, helped lead the land trust
through major growth during its ﬁrst
two decades. He continues to lead
the land trust’s Land Preservation
Committee, which reviews and
approves all conservation easements.
“Vic has played a key role in almost
every San Isabel conservation
easement,” said Larry Vickerman,
board president. “His eye for detail
and his experience and background
have proved invaluable to our work.
We greatly appreciate his 18 years of
selﬂess service on the board and his
continued involvement.”
“I am truly humbled and honored
by the award,” Vic said. “Alice and I
were friends and colleagues for many
years, and I had the highest respect
for her and her accomplishments. To
be given an award named after her is
very special.”
Vic and his wife, Jacke, moved to
the Wet Mountain Valley in 1998 after
Vic retired from 32 years as a wildlife
research biologist, which included 16
years studying brown bears on Kodiak
Island, Alaska. His family owns the
Walker Ranch, an 882-acre protected property on the west side of the
valley. He joined the San Isabel board
in 1999 and became vice president in
2000. He served in that capacity until
he left the board this spring.
In addition to his work at San Isabel,
Vic is chairman of the Wet Mountain
Valley Community Foundation and the
Custer County Planning Commission.
He also serves on the boards of
the Historic Willows School Society
and the High Mountain Hay Fever
Bluegrass Festival.

Hayfield at Coaldale’s CB Ranch. (Photo by Kate Spinelli)

San Isabel partners to save
Fremont County ranchland
S

an Isabel Land Protection Trust
remains engaged in western
Fremont County, advocating for the
agricultural use of water and ranchland
preservation. The Gates Family
Foundation has awarded San Isabel
$210,000 toward purchasing water
rights and a conservation easement
on the Maverick Ranch, along the
Arkansas River ﬁve miles downstream
from Salida.
San Isabel is partnering with the
Trust for Public Lands, the Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, the Central
Colorado Conservancy and others
to purchase the 200-acre property,
provide public access for ﬁshing and
keep the property undeveloped for
wildlife habitat.
With the Gates Family Foundation
funding as leverage, the long-term
goal is to secure the water rights
from the Maverick Ranch – where
they would not be used under new
ownership – and transfer them 15
miles downstream to re-water the
CB Ranch in Coaldale. Security
Water District, just south of Colorado
Springs, purchased the CB Ranch
property in 2013 for its water rights. If
successful, San Isabel hopes to ﬁnd
a conservation-minded buyer for the
CB Ranch property and then raise

money to protect it and other irrigated
properties in Coaldale.
San Isabel has been working with
the Coaldale Alliance, a group created
to give Coaldale area residents a
voice in the debate over Security’s
water rights transfer and to reduce
the impacts of its decision to dry up
the CB Ranch. The land trust and the
alliance have conveyed to Division
2 water court expert opinions on
revegetation of the property and
have forced Security to maintain very
high standards. Our goals for the CB
Ranch remain:
• To limit the impacts on other
irrigators and families on
Hayden Creek.
• To ensure adequate
revegetation and erosion control
to prevent damage due to the
loss of irrigation on the ranch.
• To keep the land in irrigated,
agricultural use for as long as
possible.
• To preserve wildlife habitat and
scenic open space.
Participating in water court is
expensive, and we are grateful to our
donors with the Coaldale Alliance and
elsewhere for your assistance. We
cannot do this work without you.
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