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Inside this, our fall/winter edition of Benchmark, 
you will see much that is familiar as well as some 
things that are new.  To begin with, our cover page 
that historically was reserved for a letter from the 
executive director will now tell the story of one of 
our conservation easements. When we talk with 
landowners about why they want to place their 
land under a conservation easement we hear many 
interesting stories, many of which chronicle the 
history of the Valley and our surrounding commu-
nities, and we want to share those stories with you. 
 In this issue, the history of the Brandenburg 
Ranch is our lead story. The ranch has been owned 
by the Brandenburg family since 1880, not long 
after silver was discovered beside the present loca-
tion of Silver Cliff, and approximately seven years 
before Westcliffe was incorporated.  Inside, on 
page 2, there is information about how you can 
suport San Isabel Land Protection Trust through 
a planned gift. As in past issues, inside you will 
learn about our accomplishments, and about some 
of the people that make it all happen.  I hope you 
enjoy reading this issue, and let me know if there is 
something you would like to learn about in future 
issues, as this is your newsletter and we welcome 
your comments.  Katherine Ripley-Williams                                

B E N C H M A R K

Inside This Issue

Moritz Brandenburg, 
my grandfather, 
arrived in America 

from Germany in May, 1880. 
He homesteaded his 160 acres 
in Custer County the same year, 
acquiring a patent to the land 
November 20, 1884.  There were 
three requirements for home-
steading: “fence, plow and construct”, all to be completed and pass inspection 
within five years time from application. For fencing the perimeter of his home-
stead, Moritz used cedar posts and four strands of barbed wire. He had to clear 
and remove rocks, willows and trees and then plow at least 5 acres of unbroken 
ground and plant crops. There had to be a building (cabin) erected that mea-
sured at least 16’ x 20’. Moritz met all of these requirements and more.
 He started ranching with a few hardy Galloway beef cattle, five work hors-
es and one saddle horse. Some milk cows, a few goats, hogs, chickens and geese 
helped provide food for the larder. About a third of the ranch was overgrown 
with willows, trees and beaver dams and had to be cleared, leveled and drained, 
then plowed or seeded for hay or grain crops: rye, wheat, oats and barley. Some 
of the wheat and rye were ground into flour to be used for baking. Some of the 
oats were rolled for breakfast cereal. Wheat was fed to the chickens. Barley and 
oats were ground into “chop” to be fed to the horses and hogs. 

Brandenburg’s Centennial Ranch 
 by John Brandenburg
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Brandenburg Ranch Photo by Annie Layman

Continued on page  3
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Having grown up in Brush, Colo-
rado, Jan Hildebrand graduated 
from C.U. Boulder with a B.A. in 
geology. Following medical school 
at C.U., he interned at UCLA 
Harbor General Hospital and 
then did a two year tour in the 
army with one year in Viet Nam. 
From 1972 to 1998, Jan practiced 
general surgery in Canon City 
and is now retired, giving him 

and his wife Judi, the ability to divide their time between their homes in 
Canon City and Westcliffe.
 We are delighted to have Jan as an addition to the Board. As a resident 
of both Westcliffe and Canon City, he brings a special perspective to our 
work in Fremont County and will be of great help in making new contacts 
in that region. Jan says of this opportunity, “I’ve always valued the quality 
of life in rural Colorado and I believe an organization such as SILPT is a 
perfect venue for ‘preserving it’.”

Including San Isabel in Your  
Estate Plan 
When planning for your estate, SILPT hopes that you think of us. Estate plan-
ning is important and your decision should be made carefully. There are several 
unique ways to leave a charitable legacy when San Isabel is part of an estate plan 
– in a will or as a beneficiary for a qualified retirement plan, life insurance policy, 
or charitable trust. And remember that a conservation easement is another im-
portant estate planning tool that may result in significant estate tax savings. 
 If you are considering making charitable giving part of your estate plan, you 
should consult with a tax and estate planning advisor, such as your financial advi-
sor and or an attorney, regarding modifications to your will. 
 If you would like more information, or sample language to include in a 
will, contact your financial advisor or contact our Executive Director, Katherine 
Ripley-Williams at Katherine@sanisabel.org or 719-783-3018. 
 A year end gift to San Isabel Land Protection Trust will ensure our future. 
By contributing securities with unrealized long-term capital gains directly to us, 
instead of selling the assets and then donating the proceeds, you can give more to 
charity and enjoy significant tax savings. 
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San Isabel Welcomes  
Jan Hildebrand on Board.
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 Each year, Moritz planted two potato patches plus several 
gardens. The winter vegetables were harvested and stored in the 
root cellar which was constructed with rocks cleared from the 
hay meadows, plowed patches and prairie pastures. Hiltman 
Creek (now Alvarado) flowed through the back yard and was the 
principal source of domestic water. Both my grandmother’s and 
my mother’s “refrigerator” was a large low box made of heavy 
planks and covered with tin which was placed in the creek in 
such a way that the water flowed through this “creek cooler” 
keeping the food cool during the warmer months. 
 In 1899, Moritz Brandenburg married Mathilde Diekman 
whose German immigrant family had also arrived in the Wet 
Mountain Valley in about 1880 and settled in the Macy Creek 
area. Their first born, my father, Waldemar, was born in January 
of 1900.  In August, 1925, my grandfather was killed in a run-
a-way team accident while raking hay. He was 72 years old. That 
same year, my father acquired the ranch in an estate settlement. 
In 1929, he married my mother, Marie Ireland. 
 My folks produced the traditional crops of native hay, 
grain and cattle. Up until 1939 when the railroad pulled out of 
Westcliffe, truck gardening was also popular. Many folk, includ-
ing my family raised vegetables, mostly peas, lettuce and carrots. 
During this time, about 1930, my father built a small cabin to 
house the field workers. To date, what is left of it is referred to as 
the “pea pickers” cabin. The workers cooked and ate their meals 
there. During the depression, several families at different inter-
vals would occupy the cabin and were willing to work just for a 
roof over their heads and something to eat. 
 In 1962, my folks sold their cattle as my father’s health was 

declining. The highlight of their years together had to be when 
the major part of the movie, Cat Ballou, starring Lee Marvin and 
Jane Fonda was filmed on the ranch in 1964. They operated the 
ranch for 50 years and then sold it to me, their only child, and 
my wife Sally when they moved into Westcliffe.
 Since Sally and I purchased the ranch in 1979, we have 
leased the land to other ranchers for hay crops and pasture. We 
reserve the ranch house and other buildings for our personal 
use. In 1984, the state of Colorado awarded “Centennial Ranch” 
status to us, recognizing the fact that this ranch has been in the 
same family for over 100 years. Hopefully our two sons and 
future generations of Brandenburg heirs will be able to carry 
forward this one family ownership. Placing my grandfather’s 
homestead ranch into a conservation easement at least guarantees 
that it will never be “chopped up” for development.

Brandenburg Ranch  continued

Top: Waldemar & Marie Brandenburg
Bottom: Sally & John
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SILPT Conservation Easement

Other land trust easements

San Isabel National Forest

Bureau of Land Management

Great Sand Dunes National Park

Fort Carson

State Lands

SILPT Service Area



A s 2010 draws to a close, we are working to complete six conservation easement projects: Four new 
projects will add 585 acres, and several ongoing projects will add 1,200 additional acres.  As this news-
letter goes to the printer, one project of the eight projects has been completed.

Frank Kennicott Corporation Ranch – Second Amendment

The 2,846 acre Frank Kennicott Corporation Ranch, located just northwest of Westcliffe, was put under 
conservation easement in 2007 and 2008.  Since that time, the landowners have acquired an additional 
120 acres, and this year added that to the conservation easement, increasing the total area protected 
to 2,966 acres.  This highly visible ranch is leased by neighboring Rusk Ranches and is part of the Wet 
Mountain Valley Ranchland Preservation Program.  This amended acreage is part of a 6,617 acre contig-
uous block of protected lands, with an additional 3,429 acres protected nearby in the northern part of 
the Wet Mountain Valley.  SILPT seeks to continue aggregating protected lands in this area, enhancing 
the impressive conservation work that has already been accomplished.

What’s next

The San Isabel Land Protection Trust strives to protect the most special places in our region.  The over 
34,000 acres we have protected to date include many such places, but they are fairly spread out across 
our service area -- islands of protected land in a landscape still vulnerable to development and degrada-
tion (see map).  We want to connect these islands, to assemble protected landscapes that are capable of 
supporting wide-ranging wildlife, viable agricultural operations, and the wide open views that make this 
area famous.  This winter, we will begin a strategic conservation plan for the land trust’s service area.  
The goal of this effort is to prioritize our efforts and resources on geographic areas that have the highest 
conservation values, and expand existing protected areas.  If you know of properties that deserve perma-
nent protection, please let us know.  We need your help– with any ideas, comments, criticisms... and of 
course, financial support.  Thank you.

Policy report

Land trusts nationwide have actively pushed for a continuation of enhanced tax incentives for the dona-
tion of conservation easements.  This legislation enjoys strong bi-partisan support, and has passed the 
House but has stalled in front of the Senate.  In fact, in the House of Representatives the bill is co-spon-
sored by the majorities of both Republicans and Democrats!  This is some of the strongest bipartisan 
support of any bill to come before Congress this year.  Let us hope the Senate will soon follow suit.  The 
land trust community can celebrate this fact that land conservation enjoys such broad support.  

Conservation Update
by Ben Lenth

N
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2010 Art for the Sangres 
As always, Art for the Sangres was a success! We had a wonderful and enthu-
siastic crowd of patrons, many of whom were there for the first time, who 
realized what a special event they were part of and will be back in future 
years.  The art was spectacular and most artists were in attendance and were 
impressed with the quality of the show and the support given by  
patrons. San Isabel realized a net profit of approximately $27,000 for 
our operating budget. 

Art for the Sangres is an event where a large number of our support-
ers come together to volunteer their help in a variety of ways. We couldn’t 
do it without them but we never have to think about that because they are 
always there to help prepare, to hang lights and art, to fix flowers and serve 
as docents, to check in and check out and so many other things that make 
the show run smoothly and efficiently. Those are the things that make it a 
successful and special event no matter what!  We’re grateful to our sponsors 
– both businesses and individuals who step up with the funds which, along 
with ticket purchases, cover the cost of the invitations, catalog, Artists 
Party and the entire reception, so that the money taken in from the sale of 
art can be used toward our operating budget.  And then there are our loyal 
buyers who are there for us every year and make a huge difference- and 
we had a number of new purchasers this year. Thank you all!  We are truly 
grateful to everyone who joined to make Art for the Sanges 2010 a success 
once a again.

San Isabel Land Protection Trust is fortunate to have many indi-
viduals in our community who volunteer to help us in a variety 
of ways. Without you we would not have earned our accredita-
tion and be one of the best land trusts in Colorado – thank you. 
Over the last year the following individuals contributed their 
time, energy, creativity, and leadership to the following activities:
Monitoring of conservation easements: Vic Barnes, Woody 
Beardsley, Mattie Burtt, Doug Cain, Claudia Cole, Dana 
Derick, Bill Donley, Jan Hildebrand, Rocky & Lynn Karantz, 
Margaret Karsten, Peggy Kavookjian, Mary Ellen Lesage, Mike 
& Joanie Liebman, Tom Maddux, Deb & John Mitchell, Terry 
& Suzy Nimnicht, Tom & Patty O’Brien, Marie Amicucci 
& John Peleaux, Debbie Rabinowitz, Ann & Dwaine Robey, 
Claricy Rusk, Bob Steimle & Dianne Shanks, Walter & Els van 
Woudenberg, Dianne Whalen.
• Yard sale: Marci & Roger Gregg, Ann Robey, Roland Wil-
liams, Holly Wray and everyone who donated items.
Art for the Sangres: Virginia Ames, Marie Amicucci, Vicki 
Boesel, Jim Bradburn, Will & Mattie Burtt, Angela Camarillo, 

Thank You To Our Many Volunteers By Katherine Ripley-Williams 
Marilyn Carey, Don & Kelly Carlson, Jan Clopton, Claudia 
Cole, Inge Cosby, Dana Derick, Bill Donley, Dottie Enea, Au-
drey Gluschke, Marci Gregg, Lynn Karantz, Peggy Kavookjian, 
Annie Layman, Jan Lee, Ben Lenth, Mary Ellen Lesage, Mike 
Liebman, Terry Nimnicht, David Nora, Patricia Perkinson, 
Charles & Alice Proctor, Shannon Proctor, Debbie Rabinowitz, 
Joan Rauch, Loretta Remington, Katherine Ripley-Williams, 
Ann Robey, Claricy Rusk, Merr Shearn, Jenna Shearn, Linda 
Sivon, Bob Steimle, Walter & Els van Woudenberg, Anita Welch, 
Dianne Whalen, Roland Williams, Lynette Williamson, Neal & 
Shelley Winberg.
Mailings: Marie Amicucci, Dottie Enea, Margaret Karsten, 
Peggy Kavookjian, Mary Ellen Lesage, Charles & Alice Proctor,  
Bill & Connie Wahl, Anita Welch.
 If we missed anyone, please forgive us, we do value your time. 
I also want to give a special thank you to our dedicated Board 
of Directors who volunteer in addition to serving on the board. 
They constantly work to make sure that we are fiscally respon-
sible, and in general a well run organization. 
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Seasons of the Sangres Portfolio Now Available
Thanks to the generosity of one of San Isabel’s loyal supporters, 

we are able to offer you the opportunity to own a portfolio of 12 
wildlife portraits titled, “Seasons of the Sangres”, by nationally re-
nowned artist, Sarah Woods.  The 12 8x8 canvas prints come with a 
folding custom frame, in which they can be displayed two at a time 
or with a calendar insert that will also be provided. Each canvas will 
be signed and numbered with a strictly limited edition of only 25 
sets produced. There is an image to accompany each month so that 
you will always have a look that is new and fresh.

The normal retail value would exceed $1200. We are able to 
offer this special opportunity at $750, of which $400 is a tax-de-
ductible donation to the San Isabel Land Protection Trust. Orders 
placed by December 1 will be available for the holidays. To place an 
order you can email annie@sanisabel.org or call 719-783-3018. Feel 
free to come by our office and see the images, two frame colors and 
frame choices. Own a tribute to the wildlife of this amazing valley 
by buying a set before they are gone.  
                                                   Paintings by Sarah Woods © 2010
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A Passion for Ranching, Bill Gillette’s stunning book of photo-
graphs of the Wet Mountain Valley and many of its ranching 
families, has been released in a new printing. The sale of every 
copy will benefit the San Isabel Land Protection Trust. This beau-
tiful coffee table book would make a great Holiday gift for many 
of the people on your list as well as an important addition to your 
own library. The price is $29.95 (32.02 with tax).

To purchase the book, stop by our office under the Wells Fargo 
Bank, call 719-783-3018 or email annie@sanisabel.org . If we 
need to ship books to you, there will be an added charge of $6.50 
for each book-but if you are from out of state, you won’t have to 
pay tax. 

A Passion for Ranching: 
a Great Gift

Once again this year, the Wet Mountain Valley Com-
munity Foundation is making it possible to increase 
your year-end donation through their matching funds 
for area non-profits. As our work continues to grow 
and expand, your support is crucial to help sustain our 
organization’s effectiveness. We would like to ask you to 
please give generously to the Community Foundation 
on our behalf and feel the pride in partnering to protect 
what you love about living here.

Year End Giving


